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Abstract. Probably each and one of us has at least once
in our lifetime met a person with developmental
disabilities. The fact is that a large number of people is
not sufficiently informed about developmental
disabilities or they are afraid of communicating with
such persons. Today, Down syndrome is one of the
most common genetic disorders. This paper aims to
look at this type of communication compared to the
usual one. The goal is to educate people about the
communication skills of children with Down syndrome
and how they communicate with the environment so
they can improve themselves if they find themselves in
contact. In order to go into the issue in more detail,
apart from the theoretical part of the paper which will
be accompanied by literature such as books, scientific
articles and sources from the Internet, the paper will
also be based on conducted research. Moving forward
to the reasarch itself, the research part of the paper is
based on a survey and an interview that were
conducted in the Association for Down Syndrome of
Medimurje County, all in purpose of making important
conclusions regarding the communication of children
with Down syndrome. The survey was intended for
parents, since they play the most important role in the
child's upbringing and they spend the most time with
them, and of course parents have the greatest influence
on their kids. The interview, on the other hand, was
intended for experts from the association in order to
see the communication from that side as well. The goal
was to examine the communication skills of children
with Down syndrome, how they communicate in
different situations, whether there are similarities or
differences in communication between parents and
professionals with children, and what methods are
used to improve their communication skills.

Keywords. Down Syndrome, survey, interview

References

Fox, R. (2006). Poslovna komunikacija. Zagreb:
Hrvatska sveuciliSna naklada.

Reardon, K. K. (1998). Interpersonalna komunikacija:
gdje se misli susrecu. Zagreb: Alinea

Zitinski-Solji¢, M. (2001). Teorija komuniciranja i
govornistvo. Dubrovnik: Veleuciliste u
Dubrovniku

Ivankovi¢, K. (2003). Down sindrom u obitelji:
prirucnik za roditelje i stru¢njake. Zagreb: Foto
Marketing FoMa

Vukovié, D., Tomi¢ Vrbié, 1., Pucko, S., Marcius, A.
(2008). Down sindrom: vodi¢ za roditelje i
struénjake. Zagreb: Hrvatska zajednica za Down
sindrom

Culi¢ V., Culié S. (2009). Sindrom Down. Split:
Naklada Boskovi¢: Udruga za sindrom Down-21,
Split

Novak, J. (2009). Psiholoski aspekti. In: V. Culi¢ i S.
Culi¢ (Ur.). Sindrom Down. Split: Naklada
Boskovi¢

Zrili¢, S. (2011). Djeca s posebnim potrebama u
vrticu i nizim razredima osnovne $kole: priru¢nik
za roditelje, odgojitelje i ucitelje. Zadar:
Sveuciliste u Zadru

Bilbao, A. (2020). Djecji mozak objasnjen
roditeljima. Zagreb: Egmont d.o.o.

Zagorsek, A. (2021). Ucinkovitost koriStenja
alternativne komunikacije u djece s razvojnim
poremecajima. Varazdinski ucitelj: digitalni
struéni Casopis za 0dgoj i obrazovanje, 4(6), 401-
409.

Berglez M., Pribani¢ Lj. (2014). Kako ruke mogu
pomodi jeziku i govoru - manualni znakovi i dijete
sa Downovim Sindromom. Hrvatska revija za
rehabilitacijska istrazivanja, 50(1), 107-119.

Sveucilisni savjetovalisni centar Sveucilista u Rijeci -
Psiholosko savjetovaliste (2014). Komunikacija.
Retrieved from
https://www.ssc.uniri.hr/files/Komunikacijske_vje
tine_-_uvod.pdf

Karabati¢, S. (2019). Klju¢ne kompetencije ljudske
komunikacije. Retrieved from
http://skarabatic.blogspot.com/2019/04/kljucneko
mponente-ljudske-komunikacije.html

Voskresensky-Barici¢ , T. (2004). Downov sindrom.
Retrieved from



https://www.plivazdravlje.hr/aktualno/clanak/5765 https://www.everydayhealth.com/downsyndrome/

/Downov-sindrom.html what-expect-raising-child/

Moody, J. (2022). How to Communicate with McCarthy, R., Engstler, K., Skeldon, M. (2016). Early
Someone with Down Syndrome. Retrieved from Communication Development and Down
https://www.physioing.com.au/blog/how- Syndrome. Boston Children's Hospital — Down
tocommunicate-with-someone-with-down- Syndrome Program. Retrieved from
syndrome https://www.communityinclusion.org/static/comm

.. . . unications_booklet 2016 update028d956ad31504

Lawler, M. (2018). Raising a Child With Down f3cf8ch39994094a48.pdf

Syndrome: What to Expect. Retrieved from



