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Abstract.  E-learning materials production re-
quires thorough planning and design. In traditional
approach teacher is in front of the learners and he
changes the learning process dynamically according
to the mood in the classroom. The process of
e-learning does not give immediate feedback to the
teachers and can be frustrating for the teachers and
students alike. Therefore e-learning materials need
to be prepared differently as learning materials for
the lectures. On the other hand it is mandatory
to know the prior level of experience of learners
and also their age. Good learning material for
university students is suitable for the high-school
students and is totally useless for the primary
schools.  There are some commons that should
be applied to all e-learning materials and some
specifics that make e-learning materials useful.
In our article we will present the analysis of the
learning materials we have prepared for primary
schools, secondary schools and university students.
Presentation of the commons and the specifics that
was detected; taken into account; and verified in
our e-learning materials is going to be the goal of
our article.

Keywords. e-learning, production, comprehen-

sion level

1 Introduction

Our faculty was to prepare the e-learning mate-
rial for environmental studies for primary and sec-
ondary schools. We also have the experiences with
the preparation of learning materials for the univer-
sity level of education. Those different preferences
of students and their different age were the unique
constraints in the development of the e-learning
materials. In this article we will present the differ-
ence between the design and development approach
of preparing e-learning materials according to the
student’s preference and age.

In the 2007 the Government of Slovenia and ESF
(European Social Funds) prepare the public tender
for e-learning materials production projects. Due
to external reasons the project was very short.

Projects goals were to develop e-learning mate-
rials for environmental nature studies. It covers
the learning material for the third year of primary
school (8 to 9 year old) and elective subject in sec-
ondary school (14 to 17 years old). In the third
year of primary school we need to pay additional
attention to the text [13]. Pupils are unable to
read large amount of text. Everything needs to
be simple, evident, fun, exciting, nice, didactically
suitable, and must encourage the research spirit in
the pupils [10, 14]. This approach is not suitable for
the secondary school students. They regard them-
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selves as grown up and such approach would seem
to them as childish.

We have pretty good overview of what kind of
ICT equipment is used in the schools. Therefore
we need to prepare the e-learning materials accord-
ing to the limitations of average school’s computer
and internet access. There are also some environ-
ments that use Linux instead of Windows and in
some environment we see the growth of Apple com-
puters. Despite the fact that most of schools use
Microsoft Windows we discover that Internet Ex-
plorer is not used as default browser on all of them.
Close to 40% of the users use Firefox web browser
which is not entirely compatible with the Microsoft
IE. Therefore it is not suitable to use Microsoft spe-
cific multimedia distribution system. Other options
were classic HTML with JavaScript or Flash. Even
according to the research on web for the good prac-
tice projects the Flash was therefore our favorite
[5]. It is portable and packed into one file. It works
even if we have problems with SCORM packages
and it also has some disadvantages. The file may
grow if multimedia materials are included into the
flash video. Time to transmit is much longer then
acceptable 8 second [2, 1]. Problem with the Flash
player upgrade can render Flash video unplayable
and waste all our effort. The decision was not easy
but we decide to choose Flash anyway.

1.1 Team members

We start the project with the developers - didactics
specialists of the learning material. Didactic spe-
cialists from the area of biology, chemistry, physics,
geography and technology started on the projects
preparing the scenarios. After the scenarios were
over the design of screens begin and all the prepara-
tion instructions for the multimedia and interactive
elements starts [3].

For the preparation of the third year primary
schools materials didactics specialists prepare the
materials in the PowerPoint and then we prepare
the Flash according to their presentations.

Preparation of the secondary schools learning
materials were bit different. We need to prepare
the web textbook; interactive waterways according
to the existing learning waterways used in field ed-
ucation; and preparation of learning materials for
healthy living.

2 Learning material prepara-
tion

2.1 Preparing learning material for

third grade primary schools

Topics that we need to cover were the following:
e Who we are and what we are doing
e Me and you
o Where we live
e Our country
o Celebrations
e Once upon the time
e Me and the nature
e Me and health
e Human and nature
o [llnesses
e Protection against illnesses
e Changing of matters
e Air
e Movement
o Light
e Sky
o Weather
e Sound
e Time
e Looking around
e Traffic
e Transmission of data in information
e Data saving
e Press

e Objects and their parts
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Learning materials consist of different types:
text, images, graphs, tables, sound and video.
Those materials are different in the complexity.
Easiest of them is the text. But we must not forget
that third grade primary school students (8 to 9
year old) are not good readers. Text must be pre-
pared simple, easy to read and in small amount. In
some cases this is a trivial process but this is not
always true. No matter how we change the text we
could not write them small and simple. Therefore
we have to help children to read and understand
the text despite its volume. We decide to read the
text; record it and give children a choice to listen
the recorded text on demand. One positive side ef-
fect of this approach is that children learn to read
too.

Taking photographs are relative simple but in the
implementation phase this usually takes more time.
There are certain conditions where taking a picture
is not trivial.

Drawings are much more demanding (see Fig 1).
Not everyone has the drawing skills and it is some-
times hard to explain to the painter what should be
on the drawings. The post processing of the draw-
ing is also different. Changing colors and setting
the transparent colors can be very tricky on alias-
ing pictures. On the other hand the custom made
drawing as signs enables students to better see the
whole picture [8]. Therefore we pick the two birds
to guide us through the material and a set of arrows
for navigation.

Figure 1: Drawings in the e-learning materials

Graphs and tables are simple (see Fig 2). Really
anyone with the basic skills in Excel and Word can
do graphs and tables.
with the experimenting on the graphs.
traditionalism is good in graphs.

Problems sometimes arise
A bit of

Veliko podatkov hranimo v tabelah

/ Kaj je tabela?

Tabela je delovna povrina,
sestavijena iz vrstic in stolpcev.
Na preseku med vrstico in
stolpcem so celice.

ime | priimek
Hribar

Pod lesko 4 || (11)11254269

(11)55521445 I

e celca |

Figure 2: Tables in the e-learning materials

Andrej | Lipar

Zdenko | Griié

Na hribs32a

Mesgkotova 3

Erika Jamnikar | Maistrova 26

Sound is complex. It is true that anyone can
speak but only a speaker with the right voice is
needed in the production of high quality e-learning
materials. To prepare the voice recording the text
must be written and an audio studio is needed. In
our case this was very complex problem. All the
text has to be equal to the voice and no changes
were permitted even if we discovered that some-
thing can be written better.

Video is complex (see Fig 3). We could not afford
to hire professionals and each of the authors of the
learning materials made its own video. They got
equipment - cameras and training how to use them.
The raw video was just a beginning. Processing
the video means cutting, synchronizing, combining,
making titles, music background etc. It is quite a
problem if you get the wide movie (9:16) and you
have to combine it with the normal one (3:4).

2.2 Preparing learning material for
secondary schools

For the secondary school the topics were the fol-
lowing;:

e Let’s visit the creek

e Waterway Dobrava
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Figure 3: Video in the e-learning materials

o Waterway Mokos

o Waterway Selo

o Ecoremediation waterway Mala Krka
e Preserving environment and health

As previously mentioned the “Let’s visit the
creek” is the web textbook and consist of 12 topics
and in the paper presentation it would be around
100 A4 pages (see Fig 4 and 5).

Preserving environment and health was also pre-
pared as interactive web textbook. Inside this
SCORM package we include also a FLASH game
about the healthy food.

Waterways were presented as research interac-
tive web pages. Despite the fact that much more
knowledge is retained in the sequential presentation
in some topics we want our students to explore the
learning material. Therefore we want to maximize
the effect of transfer and we did not care too much
about the effect of retention [9].

3 Technologies

3.1 Process of development

As we have two different types of students we also
have two different approaches to the development of
e-learning materials. For primary schools we have
to prepare everything from the beginning. Team

DL » e_okolje » SCORM-i/AICC-ji » Pojdimo k potoku

Kazalo

A. IZOBRAZEVANIE ZA TRAINOSTI RAZVO]

1. TERENSKO DELO ZA KREPITEY POZITIVNEGA ODNOSA IN ODGOVORNOSTI DO OKOLJA
B. MOZNOSTI RAZISKOVALNEGA UCENIA OB POTOKU MOKOS

1. Potok - ugilnica v naravi

2. Potok Moko$ v preteklosti kot ogrodje za nacrtovanje terenskega dela

3. Potok Mokog danes
C. TERENSKO DELO V SOLI
D. SPOZNAIMO VODE
. RAZTAPLIAMO SNOVI V VODI
2. TUDI VODA DELA MADEZE
3. IZMERIMO, KAKO HITRO TECE VODA V POTOKU
4. OPAZOVANIE LEBDECEGA MATERIALA V TEKOCI VODI
5. ANALIZA TRDOTE VODE
6
7
8
3

-

. UGOTOVIMO REAKCIIO VODE
. OPAZUIMO ZIVLIENJE V POTOKU
. MERIMO SIRINO, GLOBINO IN POTOCNI PROFIL
. STRMINA RECNEGA BREGA
10. YONJ YODE IN SNOVI V NARAVI
E. SPOZNAIMO KAMNINE
1. RAZKOLIIMO KAMNINO

Figure 4: Web textbook

Izhod iz dejavnosti

TERENSKO DELO ZA KREPITEV
POZITIVNEGA ODNOSA IN
ODGOVORNOSTI DO OKOUJA

DL » e_okolje » SCORM-i/AICCji » Pojdimo k potoku

Kazalo

I1ZOBRAZEVANJE ZA
TRAINOSTI RAZVO)

1. TERENSKO DELO ZA
KREPITEV
POZITIVNEGA
ODNOSA IN
ODGOVORNOSTI DO

>

Razumevanje celotne okoljske problematike je veg kot samo
varstvo narave in okolja, ker okoljska politika podpira usklajen
sonaravni razvoj. Iz razvojnih tokov v znanosti, tehnologiji,

OKOLIA gospodarjenju in vodenju, drubenem dogajanju in Zivljenjskin

®

. MOZNOSTI
RAZISKOVALNEGA UCENIA
OB POTOKU MOKO$

1. Potok - udilnica v
naravi
2. Potok Mokos v
kot

razmerah sklepamo, kaj se bo dogajalo v prihodnjih
desetletjih, da bi Ze sedaj ravnali ustrezno tem
pri¢akovanjem.

Ugotavljamo, da se je Ze in se 3e bo veliko spremenilo v
spremljanju okoljskih pojavov, v informacijskih in

ogrodje za
nadrtovanje
dela

komur ih metodah in sistemih. To se mora izkazovati
tudi v oblikah i 2 ja, v stalnem napi ju sistema
ja, ozaves€anja in seveda tudi organiziranja ljudi.

3. Potok Moko# danes
TERENSKO DELO V $0LI

L

SPOZNAIMO VODE

Sedaj ni nobenega dvoma ve&, da mora biti okoljska vzgoja
vtkana v vse izobraZevalne oblike in programe. Uéni prostor
je hkrati vzgojni in 3e veg: to je prostor dogovarjanja in vse
bolj tudi prostor iskanja in ustvarjanja. Mnogo sredstev

1. RAZTAPLIAMO SNOVI

o imamo, toda najpomembnjsa je nova vioga utiteljev kot

poznavalcev, usmerjevalcev in graditeljev hkrati. Pred nekaj
desetletji smo se predvsem odzivali na okoljske probleme, ki
so ovirali razvoj in povzro€ali skodo druZbi in zdravju ljudi. |

2. TUDI VODA DELA
MADEZE

Figure 5: Different levels of web textbook

members for the primary schools were also little
less skilled in the design process from the team
members for the secondary school learning mate-
rials. Therefore we decide that the simplest way
to produce the e-learning material for the primary
school is a two steps process. First authors of e-
learning material prepare PowerPoint presentation
and this presentation was later used by the team of
implementers to produce the Flash video.

With this in mind we decide to give free hands
to the authors to prepare the materials up to their
limitations and also provide the descriptions what
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/2 http://distance.pfmb.uni-mb.si/file.php/61/mokos/mokos_new.swf -  Explo
wriembsi

=101 x]

J

Razis¢imo vodno u¢no pot Moko$

Figure 6: Interactive e-learning materials

]

L » e_okolje » SCORM-/AICC-ji » Varovanje okolja in zdravje

Prejénje | [—>Je) zdravo <] Nadalisj

TORAVA DREHRANA
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Figure 7: Flash game in the e-learning materials

should be on the slide and where should the links
point. The text we receive was far beyond capabili-
ties of PowerPoint and conversion to the Flash was
not an option. In each of these topics we search the
consensus how to change their desires to satisfy the
objectives of e-learning materials and to be easy for
implementation.

We were much more successful in the prepara-
tion of the e-learning materials for the secondary
schools. Materials were prepared, most of the ma-
terials were digital and the authors know exactly
what they want to do with the materials. It was
also easier since we did not have to worry too much

about the text constraints and students have signif-
icantly higher prior knowledge.

3.2 Software development tools

In our projects we use Flash and SCORM packages.
There are different Flash development tools. Some
of them know how to translate PowerPoint presen-
tations to the Flash other are for pure Flash pro-
duction. We have find out that freeware software
was useless for many reasons. Producers’ logotypes
were always displayed on the screen and are so lim-
ited that enables only basics effects and transitions
to be converted.

For the preparation of SCORM packages we
wanted to find the tool that transform Word to
SCORM but it was impossible to acquire the prod-
uct. The vendor gives us only option to pay 3000
€for educational corporate license. Therefore we
used the freeware tool “Reload packager” and trans-
form the text to the SCORM. For the tests we
use different tools: HotPotatoe, eXe and Articu-
late QuizMaker. For the interactive Flash pages
we use the Macromedia Director.

4 Implications and results

Images, animations, sound and video are multime-
dia elements on the screen. Multimedia is used for
better explanation or for motivation purposes. But
can also be seductive details on screens with ques-
tionable results [4, 11].

Video can be incorporated into the video or
streamed (Fig 3). If video is incorporated the size of
the e-learning material increases and time to down-
load too. Therefore we decided to provide hyper-
link to the streaming video or sound. There were
some questions about the effect of video in the
learning materials but since we tested this many
time and even according to other researchers the
video has positive effect on learning [6, 7, 12].

As we see in the Table 1 the text for the primary
school students need to be of limited size, didac-
tically suitable and simple to understand. In the
secondary schools the text can grow in size and we
can increase the complexity of text. We still need
to prepare text according to the didactical require-
ments in the secondary schools. At the university
level we can use any kind of text. Only considera-
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Table 1: Differences in types of learning materials according to the age of students

Type Primary school Secondary school University
Text e simple text e medium complex e complex text
e small amount e didactically suitable e non ambiguous
e didactically suitable
Pictures e clear presentations e with descriptions e with descriptions
e little background is possible e clear presentation e indications on the picture
o few details e indications on the picture
e indications on the picture
Drawings o desired as guides o sketches o sketches
e fun elements
o sketches
Animations | e slow o sufficiently fast o sufficiently fast
e controlled e controlled e controlled
Tables and | e simple e large e complex
graphs o little elements e good overview ® pivots
Sound e desired e non desired unless requested e non desired unless requested
e special attention to the language
Video o desired o desired o desired
e good design e presentation of skills e presentation of skills
e clear presentations e analytical approach
Interactive | e simple to medium complex in- | e complex interaction e complex interaction
elements teraction

tion we need to take into account is that the text
are understand in one way only - it is non ambigu-
ous.

Pictures (images, photographs, snapshots)
should be clear in presentation (present only
what we want and nothing else). Background is
distractive element we do not want in primary
schools. Small kinds have problem to spot all
details. Pictures also should be self explanatory
for primary schools children.

Secondary school students are capable to spot
details but still have problems to get the “big pic-
ture”. Therefore pictures need to present mainly
what we want to show them (clear presentation).
We can include longer text attached to the picture.

Indifferent to the level of education we need to
include the indication on the pictures. This is es-
pecially important if we have pictures with multi-
ple details that are hard to spot. On the primary
school children may miss light indicators on the car;
in the secondary school a complex machinery may
be used (the parts of laser printers); and at the uni-
versity we see that student cannot see the borders
of the domains in the liquid crystals. Therefore we
include the indication on the picture. Applying the
principle of interaction we enable learners to turn
on and off indications on the picture.

Drawings are used for sketches in all levels of ed-
ucation. In primary school we use them also as fun
elements and a guide through the learning materi-
als.

Animations are not always useful. Long anima-
tions with lot of procedures are hard to remem-
ber. The speed of animation is also critical factor.
Each person has individual speed preference. For
primary school pupils animations need to be slow
and controllable. But for other level of education it
should be sufficiently fast, but what is fast enough?

Tables are used to present all kind of data. From
the primary school to the university level the com-
plexity may grow. As we need to control the
amount of information in tables for primary schools
we can present complex transformations; multiple
data; and pivots at the university level.

Sound needs special attention in the primary
school. We need to verify that sound - especially
speech is well understood and linguistically correct.
At the later levels we need to ensure the quality of
speech and the level of background sound. Sound
as element of fun should be omitted in higher level
of education.

Video requires a lot of time. It starts with the
scenario; following the recording; to editing; end-
ing with the post processing. It is especially useful
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for presentation of skills. But no one is capable to
handle few minutes of video. The amount of infor-
mation that can be presented in the video is so huge
that viewer may easily lose a track even during the
multiple previews. From our experiences we find
out that video needs to be sufficiently high quality
and short. Less than a minute for single video is
desired. Primary school pupils are unable to track
complex video. We prepare multiple repetition of
the experiment inside one video for them to grasp
the concept. At the university level a video may be
used as a start for later analysis (technical, theo-
retical, practical etc.)

Interactive elements are simple concept for
younger generations. Children who play computer
games take them as granted. But we did not want
to experiment with the complexity of interactivity
for the primary school pupils. We rather stay at
the safe side and suggest up to medium interactive
complexities for learning materials. Filling the text
into textbox is proven to be hard problem for stu-
dents in all levels of education. Preparing such tests
require thorough consideration of acquiring multi-
ple correct questions.

5 Conclusions

We still remember the early days of the Internet. In
the beginning we could only exploit the text. After
the analog modems’ connections face inevitable ex-
tinction we were able to discover new level of data
transfer. Today multimedia learning material and
streaming video is common but the problem of e-
learning material is still present. The right learn-
ing materials for the student is today goal in the
development of contemporary multimedia based e-
learning materials. Instinctively we know that we
could not use the same principles for different level
of education but what is the right principle. Af-
ter the years of development of e-learning materials
for different levels of education and testing them in
practice we were able to make conclusions. It is not
a surprise that the most difference can be seen in
the oldest types of information transfer. Fun ele-
ments are useful in the frontal presentation but not
in the materials for the higher levels of education.
Videos mostly give huge amount of information and
should be relatively short. In general we confirm
that the complexity level grow according to the age

of students despite the fact that in some areas we
find almost identical complexity suitable for differ-
ent levels of education. Applying these principles
in practice we developed good learning materials
and prepare the blueprint for future.
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