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Abstract. In this thesis, there is a overview of the 
existing barriers when young entrepreneurs enter the 
market, what opportunities and threats they face when 
starting an entrepreneurial venture, and what 
motivates young entrepreneurs to start their journey. 
Youth entrepreneurship as a creative treasure on the 

market plays a major role in its development and 
sustainability.  
The aim of this thesis is to identify the motives and 
obstacles faced by young people who decide to stay in 
Croatia after their formal and informal education and 
start their own entrepreneurial venture. In the 

literature review, key theoretical concepts related to 
youth entrepreneurship will be presented, as well as 
the results of previous research in this area. The thesis 
contains a systematic overview of the measures 
implemented by the European Union and the Republic 
of Croatia to encourage entrepreneurial activities of 

young people, self-employment and education for 
young entrepreneurs, and the way in which youth 
entrepreneurship is promoted within the European 
Union and the Republic of Croatia. The research uses 
available secondary data as well as primary 
qualitative data that will be collected by interviewing 

young entrepreneurs. 

 
Keywords. youth entrepreneurship, the Republic of 
Croatia, motives, opportunities, obstacles, barriers, 
support policies, EU programs, encouraging the entry 
of young people into the world of entrepreneurship 

 

Acknowledgments 

Special thanks to my mentor, Professor Dr. 

Ksenija Vuković, for hers generous help and 

selfless sharing of knowledge and experience. 

Thanks also to Professor Dr. Violeta Vidaček-

Hainš for encouraging me to get involved in 

various projects. 

 

 

References 

Buble, M., & Kružić, D. (2006). Poduzetništvo 

realnost sadašnjosti i izazov budućnosti. 

 EU Youth Strategy. Retrieved from 
https://youth.europa.eu/strategy/employment-

entrepreneurship_en 

EUR-Lex. Zelena knjiga. Retrieved from     
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/HR/TXT/?uri=LEGISSUM:green_paper 

European Commission. Erasmus for Young 
Entrepreneurs. Retrieved from 
https://www.erasmus-
entrepreneurs.eu/upload/Programme%20Guide%2

0EN,%20Update%20Mar%202023.pdf 

Europski program razmjene za poduzetnike. 
Retrieved from                               
https://www.erasmus-

entrepreneurs.eu/index.php?lan=hr 

Europski strukturni i investicijski fondovi. COSME. 
Retrieved from 

https://strukturnifondovi.hr/program-za-
konkurentnost-poduzetnistva-i-msp-a-cosme-
programme-for-the-competitiveness-of-

enterprises-smes/ 

FOI. Startup@FOI. Retrieved from 

https://www.foi.unizg.hr/hr/studenti/startup 

HAMAG-BICRO. PROGRAM STUDENTSKOG 
PODUZETNIŠTVA u okviru projekta BOND 2. 
Retrieved from                       
https://hamagbicro.hr/wp-
content/uploads/2023/03/Program-studentskog-

poduzetnistva-HAMAG-BICRO.docx.pdf 

HAMAG-BICRO. Prijave za Program studentskog 
poduzetništva. Retrieved from 
https://hamagbicro.hr/javni-poziv-za-prijavu-i-
sudjelovanje-u-programu-studentskog-

poduzetnistva-na-podrucju-republike-hrvatske/ 

HBOR. Kreditni program Poduzetništvo mladih, žena 

i početnika. Retrieved from 

mailto:nbajkovec@student.foi.hr
https://youth.europa.eu/strategy/employment-entrepreneurship_en
https://youth.europa.eu/strategy/employment-entrepreneurship_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/HR/TXT/?uri=LEGISSUM:green_paper
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/HR/TXT/?uri=LEGISSUM:green_paper
https://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/upload/Programme%20Guide%20EN,%20Update%20Mar%202023.pdf
https://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/upload/Programme%20Guide%20EN,%20Update%20Mar%202023.pdf
https://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/upload/Programme%20Guide%20EN,%20Update%20Mar%202023.pdf
https://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/index.php?lan=hr
https://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/index.php?lan=hr
https://strukturnifondovi.hr/program-za-konkurentnost-poduzetnistva-i-msp-a-cosme-programme-for-the-competitiveness-of-enterprises-smes/
https://strukturnifondovi.hr/program-za-konkurentnost-poduzetnistva-i-msp-a-cosme-programme-for-the-competitiveness-of-enterprises-smes/
https://strukturnifondovi.hr/program-za-konkurentnost-poduzetnistva-i-msp-a-cosme-programme-for-the-competitiveness-of-enterprises-smes/
https://strukturnifondovi.hr/program-za-konkurentnost-poduzetnistva-i-msp-a-cosme-programme-for-the-competitiveness-of-enterprises-smes/
https://www.foi.unizg.hr/hr/studenti/startup
https://hamagbicro.hr/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Program-studentskog-poduzetnistva-HAMAG-BICRO.docx.pdf
https://hamagbicro.hr/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Program-studentskog-poduzetnistva-HAMAG-BICRO.docx.pdf
https://hamagbicro.hr/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Program-studentskog-poduzetnistva-HAMAG-BICRO.docx.pdf
https://hamagbicro.hr/javni-poziv-za-prijavu-i-sudjelovanje-u-programu-studentskog-poduzetnistva-na-podrucju-republike-hrvatske/
https://hamagbicro.hr/javni-poziv-za-prijavu-i-sudjelovanje-u-programu-studentskog-poduzetnistva-na-podrucju-republike-hrvatske/
https://hamagbicro.hr/javni-poziv-za-prijavu-i-sudjelovanje-u-programu-studentskog-poduzetnistva-na-podrucju-republike-hrvatske/


https://www.hbor.hr/kreditni_program/poduzetnist

vo-mladih-zena-i-pocetnika/#namjena-kredita 

HBOR. Poduzetništvo mladih, žena i početnika. 

Retrieved from 
https://www.hbor.hr/poduzetnistvo-mladih-zena-i-

pocetnika/ 

Holdsworth, C., & Mendonça, M. (2020). Young 
entrepreneurs and non-teleological temporality in 
Portugal and the UK. Time and Society, 29(1), 

103–123. Retrieved from 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0961463X19873783

 

 

https://www.hbor.hr/kreditni_program/poduzetnistvo-mladih-zena-i-pocetnika/#namjena-kredita
https://www.hbor.hr/kreditni_program/poduzetnistvo-mladih-zena-i-pocetnika/#namjena-kredita
https://www.hbor.hr/poduzetnistvo-mladih-zena-i-pocetnika/
https://www.hbor.hr/poduzetnistvo-mladih-zena-i-pocetnika/
https://doi.org/10.1177/0961463X19873783

